Received: 3 July 2025 p-ISSN: 2716-1722
Accepted: 25 July 2025 e-ISSN: 2715-8128
Published: 5 August 2025

DIDAKTIKA

Jurnal Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar
Volume 8, Nomor 1, 45-54, 2025
Journal homepage: https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/didaktika

Application of Field Trip Method to Support Elementary School Children in
Learning Sains Material of Living Things

Febrina Siska Widyaningtyas', Rahma Dyani Jelang Syafitriz, Desy Septia Kartikasari3, Dora Natasya Napitupulu?,
Anisa Uswatun Khasanah’

12345Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta, Indonesia
JI. Colombo Yogyakarta No.1, Karang Malang, Caturtunggal, Depok, Sleman, Daerah Istimewa Yogyakarta, Indonesia

*Corresponding Author: febrinawidyaningtyas@uny.ac.id

Abstract

Informal learning that occurs within the family environment is very important for children. Additionally, children's basic
understanding and experience of living things around them by using the environment as a medium serve as a foundation for
continuing formal education. This aligns with the research objectives, which aim to assess the application of the field trip
method to support elementary school children's learning in understanding science material, focusing on animals as living
things. This study employs a qualitative approach with case studies. Data collection was through observation, interviews, and
documentation. Data analysis included stages such as data reduction, data exposure, conclusion drawing, and verification.
The research subjects were parents and children. The researcher also observed one educational tourist attraction in
Yogyakarta aimed at supporting informal learning, specifically Gembira Loka Zoo. The observation results indicated that
Gembira Loka Zoo in Yogyakarta offers facilities and rides that visitors, especially parents and children, can use to learn
science. Moreover, interviews revealed that the field trip method to Gembira Loka Zoo fully supports informal learning by
providing meaningful understanding and direct experiences for children. Therefore, this research can serve as a reference
for families to implement the field trip method in learning science.
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Penerapan Metode Field Trip Guna Mendukung Anak Sekolah Dasar dalam
Belajar Sains Materi Makhluk Hidup

Abstrak

Pembelajaran informal yang berlangsung di lingkungan keluarga sangatlah penting bagi anak. Terlebih lagi, pemahaman dan
pengalaman dasar anak mengenai makhluk hidup di sekitar dengan menggunakan lingkungan sebagai medianya menjadi
bekal dalam melanjutkan jenjang pendidikan formal. Hal ini sejalan dengan tujuan penelitian, yaitu mengetahui penerapan
metode field trip guna mendukung belajar anak sekolah dasar dalam memahami materi sains dengan fokus hewan sebagai
makhluk hidup. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan studi kasus. Metode pengumpulan data melalui
observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Sementara itu, tahapan teknik analisis data meliputi reduksi data, paparan data,
dan penarikan kesimpulan sekaligus verifikasi. Subjek penelitian adalah orang tua dan anak. Peneliti pun melakukan
pengamatan ke salah satu tempat wisata edukasi di Yogyakarta sebagai sasaran keluarga dalam mendukung pembelajaran
informal, yakni kebun binatang Gembira Loka. Hasil observasi menyatakan bahwa di kebun binatang Gembira Loka
Yogyakarta ditemukan fasilitas dan wahana yang dapat digunakan pengunjung khususnya orang tua dan anak-anak dalam
belajar sains. Disisi lain, dari hasil wawancara ditemukan bahwa metode field trip ke kebun binatang Gembira Loka
mendukung penuh pembelajaran informal karena memberikan pemahaman bermakna dan pengalaman langsung kepada
anak. Dengan demikian, penelitian ini dapat menjadi referensi bagi keluarga untuk menerapkan metode field trip dalam
mendukung anak belajar iimu sains.

Kata kunci: pembelajaran informal, metode field trip, sains, kebun binatang Gembira Loka
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INTRODUCTION

Education is a long and continuous process that lasts until the end of a person's life, so it is not
surprising that educational issues must always be relevant and constantly related to the dynamics of life
(Laili, 2020). Education is considered the most important thing in any country. The quality of education in
a country is one of the key factors in its development (Kurniawati, 2022). Education plays an important
role in improving learning outcomes. Education is expected to produce students who can develop their
attitudes, skills, and intellectual intelligence to become capable, intelligent, and noble human beings.
According to Ki Hajar Dewantara (the Father of Indonesian National Education), education is a prerequisite
for the development of a child's life. Education is defined as nurturing all the natural abilities within a child
so that they, as human beings and members of society, can achieve the highest possible level of safety and
happiness.

Education is a shared responsibility and requires cooperation between the government, society, and
families. If the three aspects of formal, non-formal, and informal education synergize optimally, it will not
be difficult to improve the quality of the nation in terms of education. However, the reality on the ground
shows that there is still a dividing wall between formal, non-formal, and informal education (Putra, et al,,
2021). The contribution of informal education has not been fully integrated into the learning process at
school because it is considered irrelevant to classroom learning plans, making it difficult for students to
connect lesson materials with the real-life contexts they encounter in their daily lives. Learning that should
be connected to daily life becomes rigid and detached from existing social realities. This makes it difficult
to create contextual learning in the classroom.

Education is a conscious and planned effort to create an atmosphere or learning process so that
students can actively develop their potential (Makkawaru, 2019). Education is the most important thing in
shaping personality. Education does not always come from formal education such as schools or
universities. Informal and non-formal education also play an equally important role in shaping personality,
especially for children or learners (Ilma, 2015). The family is the smallest unit in society, consisting of a
father, mother, and children. Each family member plays an important role. Another definition of the family
is the oldest informal educational institution, primarily experienced by children, and serves as a natural
educational institution. Facts show that informal education is a truly “lifelong” process in which everyone
acquires attitudes, values, skills, and knowledge from daily experiences (Mursalim, 2019). Parents are
responsible for feeding, caring for, protecting, and educating their children so that they grow and develop
well (Syaadah et al., 2023).

Informal education is a family and environmental education pathway in the form of self-directed
learning activities carried out consciously and responsibly. As explained by Chalidjah Hasan: "The presence
of parents in the family is crucial in determining a child's future, especially the child's future life. In the
psychological dimension, a child indeed needs mentors and coaches to guide the development of their soul.
Trianingsih (2016) revealed that parents also play a role in children's cognitive or knowledge development
by providing an environment rich in stimulation and learning. However, to this day, there are still parents
who are not fully aware of their role as a source of literacy and facilitators in children's cognitive
development (Solichah et al.,, 2022). This lack of awareness causes children to miss out on learning
opportunities from their surroundings, and informal education within the family has not been optimized
to its full potential. Many parents believe that education is solely the responsibility of schools, some parents
are insufficient in guiding children to learn effectively in their surroundings, and there is a lack of parental
involvement in stimulating children's knowledge to think critically through activities in their
surroundings.

Science is a subject closely related to the universe and the phenomena of life that occur within it
(Kristyowati & Purwanto, 2019). Additionally, we can also examine the relationship between humans and
nature through science. Risnawati (2020) argues that through science education, we can understand the
concept of nature. One subject within science is living organisms. Living organisms are not only humans
but also animals and plants that we commonly encounter in our surroundings (Anisa et al., 2022). [smawati
and Sugiyarto in Afifah (2017) reveal that living things have characteristics, namely movement, adaptation
to environmental temperature, breathing, growth and development, reproduction, eating and drinking,
excretion, and sensitivity to stimuli. Although humans, animals, and plants share the same characteristics
as living organisms, their survival mechanisms differ significantly (Hidayah, 2020). Science education is
still largely textual and theoretical, including the conventional, textbook-centered approach to teaching
students about living organisms.
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Among living things, there is, of course, a close relationship in terms of survival. Plants and animals
need each other to fulfill their nutritional needs. The reciprocal relationship between living things that
occur in the environment is the cornerstone of the cycle of life (Effendi et al, 2018). Similarly, the
relationship between humans and animals tends to be closer. Therefore, humans must recognize the
animals in their surroundings. Humans need to understand how animals meet their nutritional needs, how
they move, and so on. The goal is for humans to treat animals appropriately. This is what parents should
do to introduce animals to their children from an early age. Children's basic knowledge and experience of
animal life will help them learn about living things in a formal educational environment (Sari, 2021). In
science lessons in elementary school, the material on living things that is studied includes animal body
parts and their functions, animal life cycles, animal classification, animal adaptation to the environment,
and the relationship between animals and other living things.

One implementation of informal science learning can be done through field trips. According to
Nugraha (2024), field trips are learning activities conducted outside of school using the environment as a
medium in the form of educational tourist attractions. In family-based learning, parents play a role like
that of educators in schools or formal settings (Fatmawati, 2020). Families act as facilitators, motivators,
guides, and supervisors. Parents can teach children with love and care. A safe, comfortable, and enjoyable
family environment can support children in their learning process (Lubis, 2021). One tourist attraction in
Yogyakarta that can be used as a learning tool for children related to science is the Gembira Loka Zoo.
Mahfuzhoh and Saputra (2020) emphasize that Gembira Loka Yogyakarta is the main target of educational
tourism, suitable for parents to introduce children to the world of animals. The existence of educational
tourism such as zoos shifts the family's function as a place for true recreation (Bariyah, 2019). However,
families can utilize zoo attractions as a learning tool for children. Children can observe and interact directly
with various types of reptiles, mammals, primates, birds, and many more.

The implementation of science education in an informal environment is certainly different from
formal education, which is centralized and structured (AF & Hilman, 2022). Mudah (2018) argues that
learning outside of school using the environment as a medium with family support is more beneficial for
children because they receive full supervision and direct experience. Based on the above description, we
are interested in conducting research with the title “The Application of Field Trips to Support Elementary
School Children in Science Learning on Living Things.” This research aims to determine the
implementation of informal education in the family environment by applying field trips in science learning,
specifically on the topic of animals as living things.

METHODS

This type of research uses a qualitative approach with case studies to find data and information related
to the Application of the Field Trip Method to Support Elementary School Children in Learning Science
Material of Living Things. Descriptive research describes the state of the subject or object in research which
can be a society, institution, person, and others based on existing facts or facts that appear. According to
Mukhtar (2013, p. 30) qualitative research is a research procedure that produces written or spoken words
in the form of descriptive data from someone and something that can be observed such as behavior.

The observation was conducted on November 29, 2023, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Gembira Loka
Zoo in Yogyakarta. Meanwhile, the interviews were conducted on June 1-3, 2024. This research was
conducted at the home of one of the students located in Notoyudan, Yogyakarta. The reason for choosing
this location was to facilitate the data collection and interview process. The research subjects were
members of the public who visited the zoo, with the criterion that the subjects visited the zoo with their
families or intergenerational groups. The research subjects consisted of intergenerational family groups
comprising parents and children aged 8-10 years with elementary school education who lived in
Yogyakarta.

Qualitative research was conducted because the researcher's focus was to explore the application of
the Field Trip Method to Support Elementary School Children in Learning Science Material of Living Things
which is descriptive in nature. Data collection methods used were observation, documentation, and
interviews using instruments that contained several interview questions. The data analysis technique used
in this research is using the analysis model (Miles & Huberman, 1992: 16). According to him, there are
three stages that must be done in qualitative research. The three stages are Data Reduction, Data Display,
and Conclusion Drawing/Verifying. Data reduction is done by summarizing, selecting key things and
focusing on important parts of the results of observations, interviews, and documentation results. Data
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display is done by describing the data obtained, the interview data is presented in narrative form. In
drawing conclusions in this study, it is expressed about the meaning collected (Satori, D. A., & Komariah,
A, 2017).

Qualitative data obtained in the form of results from interviews with grade 3 and 4 elementary school
students and parents, observations and existing documentation of both students and parents. The data
collection methods used were observation, documentation, and interviews. The data analysis technique
used in this research is using the analysis model (Miles & Huberman, 1992: 16). The data collection
techniques used in this study are: 1) Observation, 2) Open Interview, 3) Documentation. Researchers used
several research instruments used to obtain data in the form of questions aimed at
intergenerational family groups.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results

a. Description of Observation

On Wednesday, November 29, 2023, researchers visited Gembira Loka Zoo Yogyakarta. Researchers
visited at 08.00 WIB. Before entering the tour, researchers bought an entrance ticket first. Even though it
was a weekday, the atmosphere there was quite crowded. When about to enter the Gembira Loka area,
researchers were given directions by the guide regarding the travel route and regulations that must be
obeyed when touring the area. The researcher also saw the travel route of the Gembira Loka area posted
on the wall near the entrance. Researchers felt the atmosphere there was quite cool, beautiful, and shady.
This is because there are many trees around the enclosure.

Picture 1. Observation at Gembira Loka Zoo, Yogyakarta

Gembira Loka attraction provides various facilities for visitors to support the trip while traveling
around the zoo area. These facilities include toilets, handwashing stations at several points near the cages,
visitor seats, playgrounds, supermarkets, knick-knack shops, prayer rooms, and a sightseeing train with
stops at several points. On the other hand, there are also paid rides including feeding the animals, photos
of birds, speed boats, and pedal duck boats. The condition of the animals there is very well maintained
because each animal has its own officer who takes care of and cleans its cage.

In addition to interesting rides, Gembira Loka Zoo consists of several animal zones. The division of
these zones makes it easier for visitors, including children, to learn the classification of animal species.
Gembira Loka's animal zones include the pisces zone, reptile zone, primate zone, bird zone, mammal zone,
claw zone, and petting zoo zone. In front of each enclosure, there is a board that contains information about
the name of the animal and the characteristics of the animal in Indonesian and English. With that, visitors,
including children, can learn more about the animals they observe. The first zone visited by researchers
was the pisces zone. In this area, researchers observed various types of fish ranging from small to large.
Both freshwater and marine fish were placed in aquariums and large ponds.

The next zone observed by researchers was the petting zoo zone. The petting zoo zone contains tame
animals that can be kept and not including rare animals, namely etawa goats, donkeys, batur sheep, pigs,
ponies, deer, rabbits, guinea pigs, brahma chickens, turkeys, alpacas, and turtles. The researcher saw that
the animals were quite well maintained because they looked clean and healthy. During the visit, we also
saw many staff cleaning the cages. The distance between the petting zoo zone and the mammal zone is
quite far so we had to walk about 500 meters. The third zone visited by researchers was the mammal zone.
We went around the mammal zone by traveling train with other visitors. In this zone, we saw animals that
live freely both on the ground and in the trees.
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Animals seen in the mammal zone included Sumatran elephants, tapirs, hippos, capybaras, binturongs,
meerkats, deer, watusi and camels. Many animals with new species were encountered by researchers
because the population is small. We continued our journey to the reptile zone. There we saw turtles,
various types of snakes, iguanas, estuarine crocodiles and blue tongue lizards. Moving on to the bird zone,
we saw dozens of bird species that were busy whistling. Bird species in Gembira Loka include cockatoos,
penguins, eagles, parrots, cassowaries, peacocks, swans, beluk ketupa, benjut ducks, rainbow perkici,
starlings, flamingos, and many more. The bird breeding area is quite large with lots of tree branches and
water so that the animals can fly more freely.

After the bird zone, researchers headed to the claw zone, which contains clawed, savage and meat-
eating animals. Each cage occupied by clawed animals has a large size and a safe barrier. In addition, the
concept of the claw zone is made to look like a forest area on a small island with a river flowing around it.
Animals seen by researchers included Sumatran tigers, sun bears, leopards, jungle cats, lions, hyenas and
more. The last zone we visited was the primate zone. This primate zone contains animals such as
chimpanzees, Bornean orangutans, common, monkeys, gibbons, langurs, and siamangs.

Gembira Loka Zoo not only provides game rides and animal zones but there are also attractions from
several animals. The first attraction that researchers witnessed was the bird show. Bird show is an
attraction performed by several types of birds such as cockatoos, eagles, and owls. From the attraction,
researchers can observe the behavior of birds when flying in the wild directly. The next attraction that
attracts the most visitors is the Animal Education Presentation (PES). In this activity, officers display
animals such as capybaras with their agile behavior when taking food from officers. In addition, there is
also a well-known orangutan named "desi" with his large body he can hang on a rope and the strength of
his limbs when drinking coconut water. While watching the attraction, the researcher listened to the
explanation given by the officer about the name of the animals, their characteristics and uniqueness.

The researcher watched the attraction together with a group of schoolchildren who looked very happy
and enthusiastic. After the attraction was over, visitors clapped their hands to show their appreciation. The
officer also happily invited visitors who wanted to take pictures with the orangutans. Many information
states that the animals in Gembira Loka are rare animals of certain regions in Indonesia. In fact, not a few
animals whose natural habitat is in foreign countries such as marmosets from Brazil and jackass penguins
from Africa. Therefore, the breeding place is designed in such a way as to match the original habitat so that
the animals can adapt and live comfortably.

#a 3 Pl R

Picture 2. Animal Attractions and Education

b. Interview Results
Table 1. Interview Results

No Interview Instruments Results
1. Things learned about living things during @ When visiting the gembira loka zoo, children learn a lot about
visit to the gembira loka zoo. living things. They can understand that each animal has a

different habitat and food needs. For example, elephants eat
grass and leaves and lions eat meat. In addition, they also
realize the importance of keeping the cages clean and the
animals healthy through proper feeding.

2. Experiences gained while visiting the The visit to the zoo provided a variety of valuable experiences
gembira loka zoo. because the children felt the excitement of seeing a variety of

animals firsthand, which they can usually only see through

books or television. A memorable experience was when the
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No Interview Instruments Results

children fed various animals, one of which was a giraffe.
During the visit, the children also gained in-depth knowledge
about the importance of caring for and maintaining animal
health. They saw first-hand how zoo staff clean the cages and
provide appropriate food for each type of animal. In addition,
students learned about the role of zoos in efforts to protect
endangered animals from extinction. This experience fostered
students' sense of empathy and concern for living things and
the environment, encouraging them to play an active role in
maintaining the sustainability of nature in the future.

3. Types of living things seen in the zoo gembira  Based on the results of the visit, the types of living things that
loka. attracted children's attention were elephants, lions, tigers,
giraffes, orangutans and monkeys. The children were amazed
at the uniqueness of each species they observed.In addition,
they also saw various types of birds, ranging from owls to
exotic birds with bright colors and beautiful sounds. Such
direct observation can help children gain a better
understanding of the diversity of life in nature and the
importance of maintaining animal diversity.

4, The habitat and natural environment of the Based on the results of the visit, the children gained an
creatures observed. understanding of the habitat and natural environment of the
living creatures being observed. This direct observation
helped the children understand that the natural environment
plays a very important role in the survival of animals, and that
each species has specific adaptations to survive in its habitat.
For example, the children observed that giraffes use trees as
shelter and food sources, while fish need clean and well-
maintained water to survive.

5. Things that can be learned at the zoo but A visit to the zoo provides experiences that cannot be learned
cannot be learned in class. in the classroom. One of the highlights is the hands-on
experience of observing the behavior and characteristics of
animals in real life. The children realized that seeing the
animals in person provided a deeper understanding than just

looking at pictures or reading texts in the classroom.

6. The difference between learning in class and  There is a very significant difference between learning inside
learning at the zoo. school and outside. In the classroom, learning is usually done
through textbooks, pictures and videos that provide theoretical

information. Children admit that they feel limited in deeply

understanding the behavior and characteristics of animals

because they cannot see and interact directly with the animals.

While learning at the zoo provides many more interactive and

fun experiences. Children can directly see the diversity of

animals and observe their behavior in real life. This experience

makes learning more interesting, and helps children

remember the information better. They also become motivated

and enthusiastic to learn because they can interact directly

with animals and the natural environment. Children are also

given the opportunity to ask questions directly to the animal

guide or keeper, so that they get more and deeper knowledge.

@00
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Discussion

Science material, especially related to living things, is indeed very diverse and requires time and
appropriate learning methods so that students can easily and meaningfully receive information. From the
results of interviews conducted with several elementary school students above, it appears that informal
science learning activities or science learning through field trips provide science education that is
informative, interactive, and enjoyable. This aligns with the statement by Lubis (2022) that a safe,
comfortable, and enjoyable family environment can support children in their learning process. Field trips
to places students have never visited before encouraging them to better understand their surroundings,
make the learning process more meaningful, and foster greater student engagement as they can interact
directly with living organisms within ecosystems and other types of living beings.

Such out-of-school learning activities naturally require guidance from parents and adults who can
protect and guide children in acquiring knowledge and information. During this educational field trip,
children can gain direct learning experiences and important information while still under parental
supervision, as stated by Mudah (2018), who asserts that learning outside of school using the environment
as a medium alongside family members better supports children in their learning because they receive full
supervision and direct experiences. Not only is it beneficial for students or children, field trips to
educational tourist sites like Gembira Loka Zoo are also beneficial for parents and the public. In this field
trip activity, students and parents can learn together because Gembira Loka Zoo itself has a mission as an
educational facility capable of providing information about animals to enhance knowledge about the
benefits of animal conservation in conservation institutions, increase public awareness to love and
preserve plant and animal species from the threat of extinction, an environmentally friendly recreational
area so that its benefits are more felt for the balance and benefits of the existing ecosystem, as well as
developing creative, attractive, and educational recreational areas.

According to Roestiyah in Hindayati (2023) this field trip method has several advantages so that it is
feasible to be applied to informal education for intergenerational family groups, as follows: 1) Learners
can experience activities directly and can participate in activities carried out by actors in the tourist
attraction. 2) Learners can deepen and broaden their experience directly through seeing the activities of
the actors in the tourist attraction both individually and in groups. 3) Learners can obtain and explore
information directly through questions and answers that occur so that they can solve the problems they
are facing. 4) Learners gain integrated knowledge and experience with the object under review.

Based on the advantages of the field trip method that have been stated, it can be identified that field
trip learning can be applied to elementary school students so that they are able to explore, obtain
information, and deepen understanding in accordance with the material taught through direct experience
and factual phenomena encountered in the field. According to Bramasta, Sutomo, and Sriyanto (2022, p.
254) this field trip method supports students to be able to explore directly related to things that are being
studied through observations, interviews, discussions can be carried out by students directly, so that it will
provide meaning in learning as well as students get new experiences that have not previously been
obtained.

From the research and interviews that have been conducted, there are several positive benefits of
applying the field trip method to the Gembira Loka Zoo to elementary school students, especially the
material of living things, as follows: 1) Introduction to Biodiversity: A visit to Gembira Loka Zoo provides
a valuable experience for children to learn about the diversity of living things. They can gain an
understanding of the differences in habitat and food requirements between one species and another. 2)
Ecological Education: Children can learn about basic ecological concepts, such as the relationship between
animals and their environment. For example, they understand that each species has its own role and place
in the ecosystem. 3) Hands-on Experience: The visit provides a hands-on experience that is different from
simply reading a book or watching television. Seeing animals in person helps children deepen their
understanding of animal characteristics and behavior. 4) Importance of Conservation: Children are invited
to understand the importance of keeping these species alive. They learn about the conservation efforts
made by zoos, such as protecting endangered animals from extinction. 5) Development of Empathy and
Caring: This experience can also help in the development of values such as empathy and care for living
things and the environment. Children become more sensitized to the importance of caring for and
protecting animals and the environment in which they live. 5) Animal Health Education: During the visit,
children can gain knowledge on how to care for and keep animals healthy. They see first-hand how zoo
staff clean the cages and provide appropriate food for each type of animal. 6) Introduction to Animal
Characteristics: Children also gain an understanding of the unique characteristics of some species, such as
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giraffes that have long tongues and necks to pick up leaves from trees. This helps them appreciate the
diversity of animal forms and behaviors in nature.

The selection of the field trip to Gembira Loka Zoo certainly fulfills the characteristics that have been
determined in family-friendly informal learning. According to Clayton (2017), the characteristics that are
in accordance with this research are as follows: 1) The learning environment is carried out outside the
educational institution by prioritizing the acquisition of information derived from the intergenerational
environment. 2) The zoo environment is a natural center for children that has several important attributes
in its role in intergenerational communication as an information center. 3) Encouraging a social context
derived from intergenerational communication, i.e. adults and children. 4) Children can receive messages
from looking at the animals, ecology, and natural environment that exists so that it creates social
interaction between generations. 5) Can develop intergenerational understanding and responses to the
content. 6) Provides a social experience that provides an opportunity to affirm shared values towards
nature. 7) Provides an emotionally engaging experience. Personal experiences of curiosity, awe and
connection with nature can be dramatic, as can be seen by observing visitors at zoo exhibits. This kind of
connection can provide a strong basis for empathy, a precursor to concern for the impacts of climate
change on animals and ecosystems.

CONCLUSION

We examined the intergenerational interactions that took place, as well as the acquisition of
information that supported elementary school students in learning about living things through informal
means. Given that the field trip method is widely applied in both formal and informal education settings,
we also investigated how intergenerational interactions were fostered through social contact and
conversations among family members of different generations. Engaging in informal learning activities at
Gembira Loka Zoo provides valuable experiences for children to learn directly about living organisms. This
includes understanding animals' habitats, dietary needs, characteristics, and the importance of
maintaining their health. The experience offers insights into the zoo’s facilities, the condition of the
animals, and the organization of animal zones. Additionally, exciting attractions such as bird shows and
Animal Education Presentations (PES) offer visitors firsthand exposure to animal behaviors and
uniqueness. These hands-on experiences provide a deeper understanding of animals compared to learning
through books or television.

Furthermore, outdoor learning experiences such as field trips to the zoo are more interactive and
enjoyable for children, helping them retain information more effectively and fostering a better
understanding of science concepts. The field trip method also presents several advantages including
delivering technical information directly to students; offering opportunities to observe real-life practices
and activities; and enhancing students' appreciation of what they learn, thus making the learning process
more successful. A visit to the zoo also aligns with the characteristics of family-friendly informal learning,
where students gain knowledge from intergenerational sources such as parents and other adult family
members. Moreover, the field trip method encourages students to explore science concepts directly
through observation, interviews, and discussions. This provides meaningful learning experiences and
enhances their understanding of the subject matter.

In addition to serving as a recreational space, Gembira Loka Zoo functions as an educational and
conservation center for endangered animals. It effectively educates visitors, especially children, about the
importance of preserving biodiversity and protecting animal habitats. Therefore, a visit to Gembira Loka
Zoo offers numerous benefits for elementary school students in learning about living things, including
hands-on experiences, deeper conceptual understanding of science, and the development of values such as
empathy and environmental awareness.
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